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NOTICES OF NEW BOOKS. 

Vorgedanken zur Weltanschauung. (Niedergeschrieben imjahre 1901.) Von 

W. Stern. Leipzig, J. A. Barth, 1915. — pp. vi, 74. 

This essay was written fifteen years ago as a sort of program for the author's 
thinking and laid away because he hesitated to set forth an ideal to which he 
could, as yet, contribute little or no fulfillment. In 1906, however, he pub- 
lished the first volume of his Person und Sache, and since that date he has pre- 
pared the second volume, which is to appear shortly. The personal grounds 
for withholding the essay have therefore disappeared. Moreover, in the 
fifteen years of the new century which have elapsed, he believes that he per- 
ceives a reawakening of interest in a systematic and unified view of the world. 
Hence he had already determined to publish the essay when the War began 
in the summer of 1914. This event, which again postponed publication for a 
time, is destined, he believes, to be the occasion, at least in Germany, of a 
period of constructive philosophical thought. Hence he issues this work of 
his youth, practically without change, with a dedication to the German youth 
"die im Waffenkampf der Geistesnahrung nicht entbehren wollen und die 
spater im Geisteskampf um die Weltanschauung ihre gestahlten Krafte tiben 
mogen." 

The essay is divided into two parts, the first describing the nature of phi- 
losophy (Weltanschauung), the second estimating the attitude of the present 
time (the turn of the century) toward it. Philosophy, like religion and meta- 
physics, is an explanation of the world, but it is both broader and narrower than 
these, broader because there are unphilosophical explanations of the world, 
narrower because religion includes worship and metaphysics theory of 
knowledge. It has an objective aspect, since the ' world ' includes both objects 
and values, and a subjective aspect, since the individual must perceive and 
comprehend these. On the theoretical side philosophy is a system of con- 
cepts, on the practical side a system of values. The ultimate problem is to 
combine both in a unified view. Such a system must be many-sided and 
harmonious, productive both in thought and action, "a creative work of art, 
a spiritual religion, an ethical view of life, yet at the same time, as a frame for 
these, a thoroughgoing logical system, a critical attitude of the inquiring mind 
toward all accessible things and values." On its subjective side philosophy is 
a personal creation like a work of art, but it is not purely a work of the in- 
dividual, for it seeks to be both the formula and the watch-word of an epoch's 
culture. 

The culture which culminated in the '8o's of the last century is distinguished 
by its lack of a philosophy in this sense. Science was dominated by the lust 
for unrelated facts and by excessive specialization. Philosophical systems, 
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like those of Spencer and Haeckel, were built upon three or four very abstract 
principles, none of which was original to the period itself. The 'Back to 
Kant' movement issued largely in philological criticism; theory of knowledge, 
in the hands of various types of positivists, was anti-metaphysical; and the 
most fruitful writers spent themselves upon the history of philosophy or upon 
special inquiries in aesthetics, psychology, and ethics'. Religion, more perhaps 
than ever before in history, was regarded with indifference, and in art the ideaj 
of 'Art for art's sake' showed a morbid isolation from realities. Unified 
practical ideals were almost equally lacking. Individual freedom came to 
mean lack of restraint with no positive ideal of self-realization. ■ Plans for 
social betterment went little beyond improvement of sanitation. The 
amassing of capital and the increase of technical efficiency serve only to il- 
lustrate the spiritual poverty of a period that could regard them as ideals. It 
was a period in which ends were dominated by means; persons were the slaves 
of things. 

The inevitable consequences were pessimism and decadence, the spiritual 
nausea with which the age contemplated its own deformity. But many signs 
indicate that this period is past. In art particularly, the freest of all intellec- 
tual activities, realism, by exhibiting the ugliness of an age without ideals, has 
contributed to its downfall, and realism itself seems likely to be displaced by an 
art with more positive ideals. In philosophy, also, one can perceive a renewed 
interest in classical German idealism and tentative efforts toward more sys- 
tematic studies. As yet these efforts have produced compromises rather than 
solutions but they mark a beginning. They inspire the hope that the alter- 
native between person and thing, between causality by the aggregation of 
elements and creative synthesis, is to be boldly faced. 

George H. Sabine. 
The University of Missouri. 

An Introduction to Ethics. For Training Colleges. By G. A. Johnston, 
Lecturer in Moral Philosophy in the University of Glasgow, and Lecturer in 
Ethics in the Glasgow Training College. London, Macmillan & Co., 1915. 
—pp. x, 254. 

This book is a short, popular summary of the main points in ethics, ap- 
proached first from the psychological standpoint, and later as problems in 
systematic ethics. Part I, entitled, "The Groundwork of Character," out- 
lines and illustrates the psychological laws operative in the development of 
the moral life, discussing specifically the influence of heredity, physical and 
social environment, instincts, emotions, sentiments, the self, the will, and 
conscience. Part II, "The Realization of Character in Vocation," discusses 
moral criteria and standards, motives and sanctions of conduct, the places of 
duty and pleasure in the moral life, the virtues, and moral institutions. The 
material for the book has been drawn from a variety of sources.' Among 
contemporary writers the influence of Dewey, Tufts, McDougall, Hobhouse, 
Westermarck, Baldwin, Rashdall, G. E. Moore, Royce, Muirhead, James, 



